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Chatham and Rochester, and after a delightful sail up
that romantic and picturesque river, early in the morning
of the 25th arrived at Maidstone, and here we spent five
days very agreeably our head quarters being Mr. Wat-
man's, a great paper manufacturer, who entertained us
in a princely style. His mills and extensive works were a
source of amusement to us several hours in each day,
every one of our party making (awkwardly enough) a
sheet of paper. In the evenings little dances and parties
of the most select kind filled up the time to the hour of
bed, never later than twelve.

Early in the morning of the 30th we once more went
on board the Lovely Mary, leaving the good humoured
and unostentatious hospitality of Maidstone with much
regret. As we approached home I began to feel some
unpleasant doubts respecting the reception I should meet
with. We arrived at Battersea on the 2nd of May, in
the evening, where Mr. Smith found a letter from my
father, written in very severe and reproachful terms re-
specting me. He had learnt from the family at Batter-
sea that I was gone down the river. In this letter he
did Mr. Smith the justice to conclude that I had made
him believe I had my master's permission to be absent,
instead of which consent my father stated the clandestine
manner in which I had felt the house without saying a
word to any one, leaving business of importance which it
was my duty to have attended to, totally neglected. He
concluded by entreating of Mr. Smith never more to
admit me within his doors, for I should only bring dis-
grace upon every one who shewed me kindness, repaying
them with black ingratitude, if not worse, if worse could
be.

This address gave Mr. Smith real concern, and certainly
both vexed and mortified me from tending to lower me in the
opinions of my friends. I was however too firmly established
with Mr. Smith and his family to lose their esteem without
a struggle. A consultation was held by them and Major
Sturt, unknown to me, what steps should be taken most